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™ (Luke 13:3) Repentance is humbling yourself

and admitting your guilt and spiritually lost condition
before God. Itis recognizing that you have sinned against
him alone, that your sin has separated you from him, and
that his eternal wrath upon you is justified. Be sorry for
our sin and rebellion against God, confess it, and hate it.
gedly repanEnes fo selvetion.”
(2 Corinthians 7:10) Surrender, and turn from going your own
way in life to going God’s way by submitting to Jesus as
Kour Lord. Repentance also means to recognize that you
ave no merit, good works, or attributes that play a role
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in Your salvation. Until you realize you are lost and utter!
helpless to contribute anything to your salvation, you will
not receive grace and forgiveness. by aie}

seved ihrougih (it end the: net off yourselves:

e gfiit eff Cerk Neft eff werls, lest eny men should
[ooest” (Ephesians 2:8-9) You must recognize that your only
hope of redemption is to trust solely in the atoning blood
of Jesus Christ as a payment for your sins.

ELIEVE THE GOSPEL: on e
Chrfist, 2mel thou shellt be seveek” (Acts 16:31)

Believing is more than just acknowledging that Jesus
Christ exists; it's even more than acknowledging that he
died and rose again. “.ffh®
{iremible,” (ames 2:19). True belief is placing your complete
confidence and trust in Him alone and His ability to save
you by his death and resurrection. You must believe
with all your heart that Jesus is the Son of God, and that
He died on the cross to save you. “TThef: i fhew shellt
with the) Jesus, el shelt
fin thine et God [efln [nffn
e shellt [For with the heert
manjbelieyeth Highteeusness.” (Romans 10:9-10) If
the Lord is gracious enough to bring you to a place of
repentance and desperation, recognizing that you are in
need of salvation, you must cry out and call upon the Lord
Jesus and ask him to forgive you for your sins and save

you. “zmel with the meuth confsssion s meade unieo

selveliion. For wiheseaver slell ezl upen {he name 6f

{he Lerd slelll be sevedk” (Romans 10:10,13)

f it's genuine, the very moment that you repent and

believe the gospel, you will be “born again.” (John
3:3) Being “born again” means to have a conversion
experience in which God supernaturally changes your
heart and transforms you from a child of disobedience
into a child of God. ﬂ?@[wmm[‘m@m@%
[ s & new ereefiure: are) aways
Peholcall Falie) MEW (2 Corinthians 5:17)
You will have a new nature, new desires to love Jesus
Christ, to obey his word, to be with other Christians and
to live for him every day. Loving God will manifest as
a willful obedience fo his word in your life. “IFer {ffis s
{he love of {hett we
hils commencinents ar net grisvous,” (1 John 5:3)
You will never be without sin, but you will no longer love
your sin, live for your sin, or be in bondage to your sin;
no matter how much power it has over you now, you will
have victory over it. “IFer siin shelll met heve deminien
GVEFYOUE” (Romans 6:14) If these realities are absent in your
life, it is likely you have never truly been forgiven of your
sins. ‘et & men be berm ageln, e canmot se6 the
@1 Goel® (John 3:3)

ow shell we esezpe ff we negleet 80 greet
W (Hebrews 2:3) Today may be your da%_ hof
e

salvation, friend. You are not promised tomorrow!
author begs you on Christ's behalf to have your sins
washed white as snow by repenting and trusting Christ as
our Lord ﬂ%ngdﬁ s{ﬂgor be o i%e{r&?lly too Iaﬁte! e
lenten Straighoaits many! Uinte
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ways are judgment: @'Godlofitruth
iniquity, justand rightiisihed(Deuteroromy32:3)




The American system of 8ovemment is founded upon
many noble principles. One of the chief principles is
justice, as echoed at the end of the Pledge of Allegiance:
“..with liberty and justice for all!” Without justice, a
society would crumble. Nearly everyone loves to see
justice served. We all rejoice when terrorists, murderers,
thieves, rapists, and other criminals are brought to justice
and get what they deserve. However, often times we
overlook the justice of God, our Creator, from whom man’s
desire for justice comes, as we are created in His image.
e s work s fler &lll hils weys
ey udgments a@]’ﬂituﬂhm
eme] rfight 38 Me.” (Deuteronomy 32:4) While man’s justice is
far from perfect, God always executes perfect justice and
judgment. What does God’s perfect justice look like?

Just as when people break the law in this countrt/) and
are punished, God, too, must punish those who break
His law. “/Ame] [ willl pumisih dhe werdel for {hefr
{lhe forlihein [sin]® (isaiah 13:11) Every
time we break one of God's laws or commandments,
we commit sin, “dfor siin s e eff the
[EME® (1 John 3:4) God is holy and hates sin with a perfect
haired. #TTom bask T
irfieruiiy [sin]® (Hebrews 1:9) “TheW RureHeyes

fio eheld evill, and canet net leolk en ety [sin].”
(Habakkuk 1:13) Sin is so awful in His sight that the only fitting
punishment for the offender is an eternity in the lake of
fire. “Fer e Weges of sin s deelli® (Roman 6:23) Flhe
wiclee shelll be furmed inte hell, and &l the neafiens
et forget @eal” (psaim 9:17) God would be compromising
His holiness and justice if the punishment were anything
less than an eternity in hell. Even more sobering is the
fact that only one transgression of the law has the same
consequences as breaking all of them a million times
over. “For wheseever shell leap the AW
et efffene in ene peint, e s guillly of &lll” (James 2:10)

at are some of the sins or actions that break
Go’s law? The Bibe says I
nefiher formiiciors, ner ldelisrs, ner aclullisrrs, her
m@ﬁ@ﬂﬁhx@m@]m
Ner iieves, mer oy o
eYilersYnon shell finherdt the
of b@lc?d. ( th{iﬁg 6:10) _ fearquII,
unbeliving, em ehbomineble, and murerrs,
élll Ters, shelll hews thelr i e lale witleh
burnsih with fire anel brimsione: wiich s the sesend
@lzelf® (Revelation 21:8) God's law goes be?/ond committing
a physical act, but condemns those who also commit sin in
their heart, as Jesus taught: & [ieve (et it wes
slhelk net commit acuilisnys I]
you, Thett wihesesver lecleh on & wemen 1 fust
afteyineghath eculiisry with her elifeacy o
P (Matthew 5:27-28) It matters not how many times
you have sinned. If you have sinned but only one time
in your heart, you are guilty of all. If you're honest with
ourself, you have not just broken one commandment,
ut probably have lived a lifestyle that is full of sin and in
complete rebellion to the God of heaven. On judgment
day yo wouI be found guilty an hﬁa the Lr say %
you, “Deppert firemm me, e cursed, i everlasiing
preperecd for he cevil anel his angels.” (Matthew 25:41)

You cannot pay for or cover your sins by any efforts of
our own. shellllhey coveriicmesiveswith

WOIES.” (1saiah 59:6) Any attempt to do so is nothing
but filthy rags in God's sight. “Alll eurr Hightseusnesses
farelas] @S> (Isaiah 64:6) Your good works can never
outweigh your bad works. A lifetime of self-sacrifice and
good works can never pay for even one sin, much less a
lifetime of sins. If someone were to commit a horrendous
crime, like murder, in this nation, a good judge would not
take into account the criminal’s good deeds and let him
off the hook or reduce his sentence. God is the same
way; however, because He is perfectly holy, even the

smallest of sins is infinitely worse in His sight than murder
is in our sight. Therefore, He must punish the sinner with
eternal hell, or else He would be a corrupt judge, and
would no longer be perfectly just and holy. Whether it's
charity, church attendance, keeping the commandments,
baptism, confirmation, believing in God (James 2:19), prayer,
religious rituals such as the mass or confession, or just
trying to be a good person, they are filthy rags before God
and are not accepted as payments for sin. “ﬁﬁw@f@a
WhiCh] rightt unito & mem, but the ene Hhereel!
e e off dleell” (Proverbs 14:12) by e
off (e lew there shell no flesh [e justiied in
liis Slgfhit™ (Romans 3:20) Even if you were to live a perfect
Itife érodm this point on, your past sins demand an account
o0 God.

While you are not be able to do anything to save your
self, God, in his love and mercy has provided for
us a way to be forgiven by sending his Son, Jesus, to
die a bloody death on the cross as our substitute.
his] us, in (et while
We Wers Sﬁﬂ Clhrfist {for WS® (Romans 5:8)
During his life on earth, Jesus perfectly kept all of God's
commandments and then was punished on the cross to
satisfy the demands of God’s justice for your sin. Even in
your rebellion, Jesus took the punishment you deserve
S0 you could be forgiven. “But e was weumneld for our
e wes ffor eur
Wikl [iis Siipes we ére healeel” (saiah 53:5 He was
buried, and rose again from the dead on the third day,
conquering death and proving his death was acceptable

to God as a payment for sin. %.Jh® [God] [l gfiven
assurance) élll mem, in thet he [ﬁEﬂtJD
[Jesus] {fhe cleacl” (Acts 17:31) This is the Gospel of

Jesus Christ. In order for the blood of Christ be effectual
in savin? your soul, it is required that you obey the first
words of Jesus’ earthly ministry: “Repemtye, ancl believe
{fhe gospelL® (Mark 1:15)



